
��������������

Sidelines
�	
��

��
�������
����������
		����
����	��

���������������� !�""#��$$��%& ��"!'

   A new direction secures a bright future for the Club 
 - Fran Coggins returns in an expanded President's role and Toptenn takes on a Management role 

   This is my President's Report, or the Secretary's report, or the Treasurer's report!!!!    Take your pick!
   Having been a member of the Burwood Tennis Club for over 30 years, it is my disappointing duty to advise that due to   
   a lack of volunteers, I am now back on the Committee of Management as all three of the above positions.

   Over the last few years, we have had Colin, Greg, Natalie and others hanging in with the Committee in the hope that  
   other people would step forward to give their time to serve as Committee Members. This has not happened, and we 
   now have to follow a new path to preserve the Club we have all supported for so long.
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���   Before moving to the future, I would like to thank all the Committee members from last
  year, and previous years, for their dedication and professionalism in trying
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�   circumstances. We will have a functioning Committee of Management, but many of the
���!�$��"''�$�   tasks previously administered by members of the Committee will be undertaken by our
����())(�*+,�   appointed Administration team - Toptenn Tennis Promotions.
�������
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���!�$��"''�$��-��".��$$   You will have noted the extra item on your subscription renewal, being a $30 
������������   administration fee. This fee will be passed on to Toptenn to undertake the day to day
���!�$��"''�$�   running of competitions, court and clubhouse hire, and all tennis related matters 
��������������������   involving the Club, the Clubhouse and it's members.
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����   Toptenn will liaise with the Committee on a regular basis, and all financial and statutory
����$�0!���"$   matters will be referred through them as per previous practice.
����������
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���".��$$�1��"$��%������2�3   In expressing my disappointment on the way things have changed, I am certainly not
�����	������������   pessimistic about the future. Toptenn, with Peter Owen at the helm, has some very
��	���&�����%"$�1��".��$$�3   exciting plans for the expansion and growth of tennis, and particularly our Club. I am 
�� �����������	

���   sure we shall notice quite a few changes over the next 12 months, and the excitement
����$������%"$�1���#���4�3   that Toptenn exudes will rub off on all of us over this time. Better communication with 
��0�"55�
�/�" !$��   members, is one of their first commitments, more use of our website and email facilities.
��6���!���$!���   So, if you have not advised the membership secretary of your email address, please 
����!!���!��$#�!   give your details to any of the Toptenn coaches so that they can keep you up to date.
���"&�$�
#��!#�
�� ���������������������
��   I hope that as members, we are not considering this change as a negative - quite the 
���".��$$���$$��   contrary. I am very excited about it. A Committee has volunteers who give as much time
����	���	����!�	
��   as possible in fulfilling their roles, but sometimes, outside commitments must take
���"&�$�
#��!#�   priority. Peter and his team are committed to tennis - it is their life and their livelihood.
   We shall have dedicated people looking after our Club, and our interests, ensuring that the Burwood Tennis Club will
   be around for many years into the future. If you have any concerns or queries about the new structure, or any
   questions in general, please do not hesitate to contact me - my details are on our website. 

   Here's to a wonderful new life for our Club.
    Fran Coggins, President.

    



A welcome message from the new Club Administrator

  The Toptenn Team is very excited to play a more active role in the Administration of Burwood Tennis

  Club following our appointment at the recent AGM. We will be working closely with Fran, who returns 

  as President and the general Committee. As hard as we have tried to attract volunteer help it is a sign

  of the times that today's fast paced world is restrictive for members willing and able to give up valuable

  time to fill Committee roles.

  I would personally like to thank current and ongoing committee members but particularly Colin Edwards

  Fran Coggins and Greg Lammers who have made an enormous contribution in all aspects of club life, especially in planning 

  and delivering on a fantastic clubhouse and more recently the wonderful new synthetic courts. Ron Simpson continues to  

  make an unbelievable contribution in maintaining the Club and is delighted to start passing the mantle to Peter Henrys and
  Harry Oriander. Peter has identified many areas of concern and we thank Peter and Harry in advance for their services.

  Toptenn has been the contracted coaching providers at Burwood Tennis Club for 21 years and have seen many changes to 

  the BTC over this period. We have made so many friendships and seen so many players show casing their skills and enjoying   

  their time at BTC. Personally I was delighted last year to receive the James Shrimpton Award for club service. I have three   

  children playing competition at the Club currently and want them together with all members to enjoy a dynamic environment.  

  Toptenn is also very proud that many of our students have gone onto being Club Champions, Committee members, and 

  competent coaches. We believe we understand the culture of the Club, and as Club Coach we feel the pulse of the Club and 

  can operate as a perfect conduit between students and membership. I believe BTC and Toptenn have been able to strike a 

  very good relationship and balance to provide positive experiences for a very broad range of player and member requirements.

  Toptenn is committed in providing new opportunities,greater service to our current members and to try to attact new members.

  As Club Administrator we will be responsible on man y levels. These include:

             � Club Secretary - We have set up an office at the Club and plan to increase our presence significantly on site to help

members and prospective members. We want people in the community to be greeted by a person and not a locked 

gate. We will work with Ian Grayson to mange membership through the new Tennis Victoria "My Tennis" software. 

BTC does carry significant debt as a result of the new courts you now enjoy so paying your membership on-time is 

critical in helping us manage the debt. Our membership fee is still very reasonable and competitive particularly 
considering our clubrooms and fantastic new courts. Our annual membership works out at about 50 cents a day for 

adults, or if you play once a week for 26 weeks (half year) it costs about $7 per session, $3.50 over 12 months. 

Casual court hire at Commercial Tennis Centres start at about $25 per hour. 

             � Liaison officers with Tennis Victoria and Tennis Au stralia  - Many members ask why we have to pay Tennis Victoria

membership or affiliation. We can give you further information on this however without this membership there would  
be no infra-structure in Victoria to run not for profit clubs and competitions. Facilities such as Burwood TC would 
have to pay commercial rates to Council effectively tripling membership costs. With this affiliation we have support 
and access to many programs and initiatives. These include our Mum's and Toddler program, Tennis in schools 
program (this is how we bring kids to the Club), Seniors, Young Ambassador, Disability programs to name a few.  

Affiliation provides the club low cost insurance, public liability and personal accident insurance for all members.

             � Junior Convenor - Natalie will continue to do a wonderful job in managing the Juniors. ' Natattack '  has done an 

amazing job over a long period and welcomes any parents who might like to be more involved. We would love to run  
a BBQ on match day at the end of each month.

             � Club Captain - We will be managing all of our senior teams including Tennis Victoria pennant and Association teams

such as Waverley Tennis. This will include managing Club Championships. We also hope to introduce a Junior and
Senior challenge ladder by the end of the year. If anyone is interested in a 2 player (unisex) team competition (one 
singles /one doubles) on a Wednesday night please let me know. There are 2 divisions for entry level and more 
advanced players. It is a pretty cool competition run by Xpoint software. Check it out at  www.xpointsports.com.au 

             � Social Convenor - Toptenn will drive social events such as ' Twistie's '  (Tristan Harper) world famous Trivia Night,  

(details inside), as well as Junior and Senior Presentation Nights. We welcome any and all suggestions from our  

members for other social events they would like to be a part of. If you have any good fund raising ideas please let us  

know. Soon our website will show court usage and availability so members can maximise their involvement by  

knowing when you can access the courts.



             � General Manager - We will be active in managing court and clubhouse hire to bring additional revenue streams to  

support the Club financially. I am attending a Small Grants writing seminar with Boroondara Council with the  

intention of applying for grants for projects such as a shade cloth over the decking. Toptenn will be putting lights
on Court 3 in the next 12 months. We have already done the electric cabling when the new courts went down. 

             � Additional services  - Toptenn is offering a Pro Shop service from the bar and office area. Financial members receive 

a genuine 10% discount on all racquets and a special on-site restring service. You can try our demo racquets out on  

court and Tristan is one of our best and most knowledgeable restringers in Melbourne. He will customise your  

racquet. We have also invested in a professional coffee machine that makes delicious cappuccinos, lattes, etc.

  We will be putting out a survey soon to all members to see how they would like to improve our great Club.
  

  Again Toptenn and it's very committed staff are excited to help lead BTC into the next 100years. Although there is a levy on the  

  fees to help give some remuneration for those taking on these important responsibilities we welcome involvement in any form  

  to keep our 100 year old and very proud Club alive and kicking.    Your faithfully,

        Peter Owen, Toptenn

 
 

        Juniors - Our future champions

After several weeks of intense competition, great matches,

surprise results, and no doubt the odd tear the Junior Club

Championships came to an exciting conclusion. 

Congratulations to the following winners and runners up for  

their outstanding performances throughout the championship.

 
                  2010 - BURWOOD TENNIS CLUB JUNIOR  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

Girls Open Singles Boys Open Singles
  Winner: Celine Tan   Winner: Thomas Owen

  Runner Up: Ria Szeredi   Runner Up: Clinton Daly

D Grade Singles B Grade Singles
  Winner: Ruby Owen   Winner: Jonathan Stakos

  Runner Up: Tara Reiter   Runner Up: Dean Constantineas

Girls Doubles C Grade Singles
  Winner: Ruby Owen   Winner: Harrison Sharpe

Tara Reiter   Runner Up: Joshua Court
  Runner Up: Alice Kafer

Jordyn Beggs D Grade Singles
  Winner: Dylan Court

  Runner Up: Harry Thompson

Boys Doubles
  Winner: Thomas Owen

Clinton Daly

  Runner Up: Matthew Salvo

Jonathan Stakos

             � Kate Crowe Memorial Award - Most improved player: Clinton Daly

             � Heather Markiewicz - Best and Fairest Award: Harrison Sharpe
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Winter Competition

   Our Summer season of competition tennis brought considerable success in
   both our Junior and Senior competitions.  The challenge has been thrown out to
   all the players competing in our Winter competition to match that success. 

   This Winter season we have 15 teams representing Burwood Tennis Club

   10 Junior Teams 
         �  8 Saturday mornings and 2 Sunday mornings.

   5 Senior Teams
         �  5 Tennis Vic Pennant Teams, and 1 Waverley Team - 4 Saturday afternoon and 1 Sunday afternoon

   It is early days, but we look forward to updating you on their progress in our next edition of Sidelines.

Midweek Ladies

   We had 2 Midweek teams entered in last season's competition

         �  The Top team had a sensational season progressing all the way to

the Grand Final but sadly just missed winning on the day.  

That said, it was still a very good effort, and the team should be very

pleased with their season. 
         �  Our second team found themselves in a real dogfight to make the

finals. They finished equal 4th, but were unlucky to miss out on

percentage. They were so close, a frustrating finish to the season. 

   This season we could only enter one team, due to insufficient players. However we were able to strike a unique

   agreement with players from our neighbour Club, Bennetswood, which kept our players playing on our courts.

   Basically the remaining 3 ladies from our Top team have joined with ladies from Bennetswood to form a team, and are

   playing their home matches at the Burwood courts. We are certainly optimistic that some of the Bennetswood ladies  

   will enjoy the experience at Burwood and consider joining our Club.

   We are always looking for new ladies to join us, and as the season has just started we welcome new players who

   would be interested in joining the team, or playing occasionally as an emergency, which is a good way to 'give it a go'.

  Denese Bacon - 9885 7166

Planned Maintenance

   Our revitalised maintenance team of Ron Simpson, Peter Henrys and Harry Oriander

   is fired up and we have identified a number of projects to be addressed in the coming  

   months. In no particular order here is a list of some of the planned maintenance 

         �  Sand, repair and stain floor boards in Clubhouse
         �  Install bargeboards under the decking at the south west corner.
         �  Apply weed killer under the south west corner of the decking
         �  Repair the fencing along the footpath bordering Court 4
         �  Repair the damaged court bagger under the Clubhouse
         �  Extract the small tree growing under the clubhouse
         �  Repair the grill at the bottom of Clubhouse which has been dislodged by the tree
         �  Rake the leaves beside the courts - Ongoing process especially during Autumn
         �  Level the windbreak mesh on Court 2
         �  Install a pennant display rack along the eastern windows of Clubhouse - Same as around other walls
         �  Revamped and enlarged trophy cabinet to better display our trophies and memorabilia



Membership Update

   At the end of the 2009/10 Burwood Tennis Club financial year we had 242

   financial members (excluding life members). 

   Membership subscription notices were sent to all members in February 2010

   and were payable by 31 March 2010. It is important to note our actual

   membership subscription has remained essentially unchanged from the last
   few years. However, as you are aware we have now had to include a $30 per

   person administrative fee to cover essential administrative functions which were

   previously undertaken by volunteers, and sadly now taken over by Toptenn.

   Historically many members have for whatever reason delayed paying their membership, in some cases several months.

   This places undue and unnecessary stress on the Club as we need your fees to service our loan, and effectively to run

   the Club in general. This year is no different, and it is extremely disappointing that at the time of writing our  

   membership renewals are coming in at an even slower rate than the past two years. This is not good enough. We  
   know we have members who will pay, they do every year….but it is always late. Clearly in some cases there are very  

   valid reasons for late payment, but sadly the biggest reason is apathy, it is not that important. Perhaps never more so  
   than now, the Club needs your money and as such paying your fees sooner rather than later is very important. 

   The final reminder notices have been sent to non-payers advising them that their payment is due by 30th April 2010 or

   their membership will lapse. Hopefully there will be a major influx of payments in the next month.

      Ian Grayson, Membership Secretary

 

 



              Have you visited our NEW website?

  You haven't? Well you will be delighted when you do it is absolutely loaded with

  with interesting facts about the Club and it's members, both past and present.

              The website is:    www.burwoodtennisclub.org 

  Over the course of the year we will be using the website more and more to keep

  you updated about what is happening at the Club.

  Even now the website provides a myriad of information to inform, educate and simply gain a greater understanding of 

  what our great Club is all about. Here are just a few highlights

         �  Latest Club News          �  Our Club History
         �  Club Championship results          �  Life Members
         �  Latest and previous editions of Sidelines          �  James Shrimpton Award winners
         �  Team Ladders          �  Information on the changing of the court surface
         �  Latest coaching updates          �  The Committee and Club contact details
         �  Upcoming Social Events - Eg. Trivia Night          �  Club Sponsors
         �  A link to the Weather Bureau - Forecasts          �  A link to Tennis Vic./ WDTA / Tennis Australia
  

  Feel free to provide feedback, and also suggest any additional information you would like to see added to the website.
 

      Geoff Lambourne, Website Manager

          New Liquor Licence Obligations

  The laws that apply to all clubs serving alcohol have been tightened and clubs

  are being audited. Accordingly please note the following guidelines with which

  we must operate or face the real risk of losing our Liquor Licence.

  Responsible serving of alcohol
         �  We must not serve or supply alcohol to a person who is intoxicated
         �  We must not allow a drunken or disorderly person to be at the Club
         �  We must not serve a person under 18 alcohol  
         �  We must not allow anyone under 18 to serve or supply alcohol
         �  We must not allow anyone under 18 to be inside the bar area
         �  We must not provide a 'take away' service - All alcohol sold must be consumed within the licensed area 
         �  Anytime alcohol is available we must also have food available - This can be as simple as nuts or chips

  Impact on the Surrounding Area
         �  We must not permit unacceptable levels of patron noise, nuisance, vandalism or hoon behaviour 
         �  We must not cause or encourage drunkenness on the street or indecent or offensive behaviour

  We want everyone to enjoy themselves at the Club but at the same time please be respectful of others and yourself.

                   The Committee

             Buy our History Book

         �  100 years of History - Incl. Burwood itself
         �  All the best players, the characters of the Club
         �  The inception of Pennant, Midweek Ladies
         �  The Events that shaped our Club, our lives

 - The World Wars, Great Depression and  

   drought. New Clubhouse and New courts
         �  High Quality 265 page hard cover book

 You will learn about our great Club and 100% of th e money goes to the Club
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